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proval your editorial entitled;: An
. intelligence failure?*” (Nov,'28):;
" find such an understandmg‘m

the. press; these days is: dxf{z_cnl’t" :

.However, there are. two:’

First; you. saxd that I
frequently shapes. mtemgencé Zor-
. its interpretation.”While® thi may,
- have beem. trite:of. some: forexgn'
" services m.World,War I and-there- +

S after, the‘.CIA.'had.a remarkable. . i

* record ¢ over the years of not, allows:
mg-xts-mtelhgence memoranda.and-
- estimates to be shaped or-flawed:b
- policy: Ctmsnderatxons. This:wa
{ pointedly shown in the CIA’ subistan
tive intelligence" productxo"”‘
.-Vietnam..“published in ThePen
i, gon Papers;and otherexamples
¥ readﬂy avaxlable. D 23
To my. cértain knowledge'; urin
the period;’ from the-. late¥’1940:
thmugh tha mxd-’70s, any -effort to.:
“force estimates to conform. t: pohcy

- would. have:’resulted. in”a.mass |

resxgnanon—of the estimative staff..> -

Despitethe Lieavy attacksan’ the
CIA “during.the last three: years, Jits
substantive: productxon,, capability;
has. remairied‘unshaken: til. dow:.

. It retained: its equilibriim:in this }

. .~fiéld far beyond‘what one.might ex:
- pectmvxew of the.troublesm,whxch

7 it has'been exposed.‘Onily rider the

qiTurner.:has séricus-smaoke}il’

_ fire, appeared throughout:tie.intel- H

hgence commiunity;. suggestingthat
:there may be” some- “tajlorifg’ of *
hxs. substannve.mtemgence. product'

whole quesnon is a pomt on thch

your editorial was silent._Having *,

largely -weathered the-stom of the =
. attacks.and; investigations: of: the -

.‘last -few- years, .the CIA; dad’ the

" intelligence:: community - Wers ~not N

"-prepared to absorb:thé attack from
‘within whxch ‘came from:the s~
- takes - and’ faulty leadershxp -of :
Admlml’rﬂmer- . :.a.l.aw nii- = &&

an. ;.-~
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o "ongnted:‘ His Senior off' icers, pa,st

# *“amusements ) A

2176 these ‘shortcomings as the_pirods;

-One major 1tem to stress-: 1s that
€IA's heart has always-been-its-
'*’&people."»’l‘urnet throughout ‘his
' career; has shown no abilityito deal ..
‘with. people,:and he: has &’ dismal -

: reputation for administration of his: &
subordinates.” ‘He i3 not:* people"““

and'present, will: tells you “this:-Indi-
viduals, as such: mean nothing: to
thim<As a- result,,CIA moralé:has
dmpped to’ an. unbelievably<low .
“levekizas low as I'have known.zt in .
‘more, than 30 yéars: This is.true not
»only on: the. substantive-side- of the

“Sthere’ is: ‘Now' a" stability:inthe:
'ClA,”made during his. August.visit
‘to thefagency s Langley headquar-
:ters;: is indeed - wide of the mark. He
‘has been badly misled on this poin

and his’ pious: statements: of _support
for: himan, collection (1.. . espxo—
| nage) asset.forth in his interview in:
".The Star (Nov. 27), are self-serving.
. and far from the facts.. Actually, his &
.:appreciation and support.of vital
% clandestme ‘collection efforts® render:
anly: lip™: servxcenm actxvmes on:
hich’ h&%?s at.. most; “Hini
graspyys ;
35 —.As:~one, congressx;'xaxr'ﬁas
: wnttex;.:'rumer has #no sxgmfzca_nt.
z experierice:in. or- understandmg;‘ of -
) ;xntelhgeuce. _(Ins notunworth" f:
“fiote that' The Star’s Nov: 27: “ctose-
’ j»up‘feof.l‘Smrdy Stan’ ,appeax:ed.

‘yourZPartfolio. sectxom,_mth*other

17 The' admnral ﬁshmgs,off ‘eriticism;

. uct of 'dissident .!told: boys'mho
~ha-Ve been;long gone fromthe bu51-i‘
-ness and’ who are unhappy at. the:
"cntback of covert action operations: .
1€ Nothing could be further. froim-the+
vtruth. Many: of the *‘old boys’: whom:
L “Turner criticized in. his interview: <
| swith! The.Starhave been retired,

wuh all. their - years of experience

9-+~D Lo PRSP SRR Seh SO0 LIS

Lpm wral s -

Turner's-disclaimers of low morale 5¥,

s

f'or five: yearsfg;

éred to- sorie extent-by the.restric

I’ess*

ngen theu:-fwhole adulb lwes rq~

tions omr clandesnne intelligence and

.
R

t. covert activities, they ara.unanis’
mously“dxsmrbed by the negative~ .
influence'on-the en&pmduct = fin- N
ished intellxgence; o 1
=1f these -4old boys"‘*were polled.
“those. who- ire upset: bﬁ thercurrent ;
cutback of covert actior operatzons

would be found to be an mfmxtesx-

eIfect

2 Washmgtnn. D. C.
e _'"".;_..

among CIA alummp

mal fraction of the wholé 'for most*

of them were coll¢=.c:tmn—cn'1ent¢=d‘J _

%off' cers with a general dislike; if T notz -
2

";,;{For -Turner to raise:this-point in-}.
. his' Star interview- may be popular-
with the’general public, but it is, it

. a_ri'eadyf s;zable credxbxhty .
> g:mong lns own personnel.and losess|
Swhatever: support¥ he}mxghﬂ_ hava

R 3 TETL
The damage done by Turner’s’
tenure can only-be-repaired by his-

removal,. arsolution devoutly de-..

ired by “almost: all” sénior’ policy ] :
fficials of.the’administration (de—r
spite -their:public. denials), by;- the
‘CIA, and by the mtelhgence com- -
‘mumty as a.whole. o 2
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